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& A Perspectlve on Dellvermg Educatlonal Servmes to L e
“peclal Populat:.ons — Black and’ Other Ml.norltles EANNEEEE

Py

" - \

S Spec1al populat.xons," as used in- ms paper add.r°sses those partJ.cu-
o ‘lar segrrents of rural*school populatlons ‘that are generally set apart -fram .

. the ma:.nstream of culture by vn.rtue of race,. ethnic’ orJ.g:m or socxo—eoonamc
:‘:" c]‘aSs. hl»‘,{ [ . . .

A . ,4', . S AR N

y R ) . . C&

S In addressmg the assxgneo toplc "A. Perspectlve on. Dellverlng quca- . 2
_"-" . '-t_xonal Serv:l.ces to Spec1al Populat.lons --‘Black and Other Mmorlt.xes," at -
: " least three lnlt'Lal caxments ‘are in order. Flrst I perceJ.ve mvsel:. asa-

nunorlty member as- rural and as an educator. Second T purport no oon-

' _,' , | sensus of oplnlons necessarlly held by others who have worked researched

': and wrltten ;Ln thlS area. :l‘hlrd my comnents for the m:st part are bome
cut Of my persona]_ da_[-t,o-gay experlences in ru.ral llv:Lng. I wa.: born and
. reared ;Ln what was then called "the c,ountry e I attended small rural
B .'elementary schools in tHe South and graduated trom a rural h:.gh school m |

- Nthe Southwest, I have taught m a three-teache« rural school, I have served

, "_as prmC J_pal of rural schools, _and I have been assocxated dlrectly Wl'Lh

B ‘_::nau.rlals and teacher tra:.nmg for rural—school systems at the lmal .

v state and reglonal levels. Hence, I mll present a perspect.xve - one 'j SR ’

l

AN spectlve — EX perspectlve on del:.verlng edl.,at.lonal ser‘ ices’ to Speclal

';_rural populat.xons. : Thls approach, _wh:l.le perhaps lJ.mJ.ted ;Ln a sense, 1s m:)re

| 'f.‘._‘ 'ﬂi‘j’ sulted to my abllltles and 1s, to my thJ.nkJ_ng, m:)re valuable for thls

,;r';-occasn.on than a nore oanprehensn.ve and theoret.xcal analys:.s woulcl h. f




ISR AR A helpless J.nferlorrty It does this by hav:.ng R R
Yooffia o whatever for: the child's experience. Until i itk . B
Sl — -to school;-his c:.rcumstances, ‘however wretched s f@peamnce, T
' " however hard in fact, are coherent: in~ ’school he discovers that, "~ =
these c1rcumstances are also: shameful, so shaxreful tha*- no one IR
wishes to “ear anythlng about then T

P There is a brutal eff1c1ency in- the «zeans, to say
RS nothJ.ng of the speed with which this Qebasement of black’ ; o
i . ‘ghetto youth' is ac@ampllshed such matters of efficisncy cannot e
. be accomplishid by people who' do not know what. they are domg. - Lo
. They ‘can; however, blind themselves to what they.are doing. - - " i
—-and to such an extent, indeed that" many ‘of” those rtb...‘.,:'esponSJ.ble ‘

ST T ~for this devastation arelperpetua.l.ly suggestmg ways of aJ.dJ.ng SR
S T the dlsadvantaged o ." N - : Ty
S e o I remember when I was a student in a small rural elanentm:y school

J.n North CarolJ.na | M teacher was perce:.ved by both the pr:.nc:.pal and

parents as good teacher because f;he had fJ.m.shed four years of college g '

and had a "class A" teach:mg cerf:.lflcate, saneth:.ng’ qu,te rare in’ rural

,, '-f .*hoo]s at the t:Lme ' *In keepmg w1th her tralm.ng, she felt that all

school act:.w.tles should be educatlonal in- some way. We generally started f

school w1th our da:.ly devotlonal per:.od th.ch ;an*luded the Pledge of B ‘;‘.ﬁ_- o

Alleg:.ence to the Flag, the .ord's Prayer, the Star Spangled Banner, Amerlca,

'f"' and scme health song such as "ThJ.s is the Way We Brush Our 'Deeth. " 'I‘he\

e '_’_"j‘T_ "k J.nterestJ.ng fac._ was that most of us in her classrocm had no toothbrush, not :
T -.‘N' »

. to mentlon toothpaste. 5 Nelther were ccmbs, pretty bath cloths and perfumed
soaP among our household staples. o ﬁ ,;_{ -f o /

L Belng concerned that we become oonscl'ms of sound utrltlonwdnd‘f“‘

o mnu--.)‘vw“ LE

e o L p et

-lhealthu ooncept:s,“‘the walls were. covered w:.th colorful posters vf balanced

- meals, :anlud:l.ng one for breaJr.fast, lunch and dJ.nner.‘ Thls was scmewhat




: 'strange to us J.n the f:Lrst place because we were famJ.lJ.ar w1th breakfast, o

dJ.nner and *upper Semantlcs not‘uthstand_mg, the contents of the meals

‘; ,{plctured were dlfferent and forelgn frcm our exper:.ences at hane

. e

Not sens:.twe to thJ.s lnconsn.stency, our teacher lnstxtuted

"""" per:.od in wh:n.ch she encouraged students 0 volunteer to. share the:Lr fé.:,._"';’;
"breakfast story“ every morm.ng followmg devotlons. | WhJ.le there were a . _ '.

few youngsters :Ln the class whose exper:.ence afforded then the opportunlty__,

-
ot

to sh:—u.e honestly a breakfast story that was cons:.stent w:.th those i‘ \ .

Jmpressn.ve posters, Irost of us were forced by c1rcumstances to embrdlder :

th!b truth ‘or remzu.n s:.lent and be :Ldentlfled as’ d:Lfferent frcm our n'ore»—————————

. ' . P . ) : o o , S w o
Sl e prJ_VJ.leged classmates.:, S .

e Belng unw:.lllng to follow e1ther of these courses, I chose to try
to persuade my mother to prepare a breakfast that looked l:.ke the oné in ‘;1 R

the poster Adm:.ttedly there were a few mlnorfdlscrepancn.es, such as the

. peanut butter jar I had to substltutﬂe for the m]_k glass, the absence of a~".

km.fe, fork or naka.n, leavmg the spoon to serve as the sole eat;Lng utens:.l,.
and the "t;Ln" ch.ma plate. But all thmgs cons:.dered I had done a kh ,

remarkable jOb lnclud_mg helpmg my Irother to marshall the necessary

[ SR ___o-‘ .

(3

s ».‘[ Wlth n'oney my brothers and I had garnered fran "flndmg" hen eggs

two oranges, ‘a’ emall box of corn flakes, a loaf of "llght bread" and .

_ can of Carnatlon mlk We persuaded my mther to oook a p:.ece of rlb‘



“And -T~had half~an~orange~" e g -

“Ve.ryggood " ;‘"‘_. -

’ B

"1 had scrie cone}flakes." BT

‘ "Cereal EE she correc’oed ve.ry good

‘.'A.“'»ig"And I had an’ egg."

o "Very 9 ‘ 5'_'_- I '.“ RR
"'I Had some llght bread toast "o N o

"f"i “Just toast. : Vexy good n

"And 4had some strJ.c-o-lean, strlc-o—fat.?";'

The last statement, unl:Lke the others, was mumbled qulck].y, and I

sat down abruptly, embarrassed by my elevatlonj of rlb s:.de meat to the

-.3'”

ERI!



g of the sub—cultures th.ch were, represented by her students., .In retrospec't

I reallze that the teacher had become so steeped in mlddle class values and

vocabu,lary that she recogm.zed only two wo*ds, "por " and "bacan," for the

plece of n‘eat plctured orn the poste.r Whlle she J.ntroduced these two new _‘

‘ words to ny vocabulary, she smmltaneously rejected and 1g"10red the fact

"“"4thatIhadccmetoherclassroana]readyhavmgthreewordsmnyvocabulary

e -

for the same thmg --' "hog meat " "s:Lde mea " °a.nd "strlc-o—lean, strlc-o-fat.._

spec1a1 rural populat.xons. Clearly there 1s much research and llte.rature‘ :

’ I rral \

- has been wr:Ltten ab9ut the educatlonal needs of spec:Lal populat.xons in-o

urban séttlngs. chever, generallzat.wrns or. apphc.itlon oc th::.s llterature'_




‘ :Frlere Carl Rogers, Abraham Maslow, Jercme Bruner,*B F Skmner, Marlo

| Fantlm. and Gerald We:.nste:.n. .:,-; A ’ : -,‘.__:-,‘ e e,

The fJ.rst named groupmg of black educators and scholar., address c

| the unlque educat:.onal needs of blacks as a spec1al populatlon franithe,

_v1ew of the educator s role, curr:.culmn, teachJ.ng and learm.ng envu’ﬁfm\ent, .

‘-.j soec1al needs of students and proposed ma]or cons:.deratlons J.n addressmg
these needs. Thelr V1ewpo:|.nts, whlle addressmg dellve.ry of educatlonal

, _'"T;"-T;servn.ces to a s;.ngle spec1al populatlon, 1‘e of value J.n oonsxder:.ng the -

-'3;:needs of specxal rural populatlons generally.

e

. ; o \.,._r.:,..v.: 44-
IllJ.ch and Frleref' speakmg to the educat:.on of the poor and .

S ;-‘"'.j_-dlsenfranchlsed, advocate creat.mg a new learm.ng envn_ronment where the W

‘ learner establlshes relatlonships w1th the teacher and the educat:.onal

systan as a whole such that the schoof& does not have a monopoly on ,;“;f.” \

G :‘teachmg and learm.ng. They malnta_m that a s;eacher dam.nated system of fd




o that ca,n be clearly stated and measured :Ln terms\of behav:.or. ' 'I‘hey seem to

place les value on the concept of non-structured curr:.culum and permlssn.ve

learn:Lng env:.romnents than do-the hmnanlsts.,._ EESNE o .'*' . _v : -
\ .- . . " . . -:‘ .

In sp:.te of quest.xons of canpatlblllty of these two schools of

-j;ff?~~:~'~"~—~—~- thought, they both seem to have relevance to del:.very of educat.xonal

serv:.ces to spec:.al rural populatlons Fant:.n:. and Wel.hstem J.n the:.r

book, "‘he D:.sadvantaged. Challenge to qucat.lon, seen to ccmbme essentJ.al |

elements from both schools of tnouqht :Ln a: balance wh.tch suggests the

: value of oanb:mmg the two approaches for effect:.vely address:.ng the ‘ﬁ .
educat.lona.l needs of spec:.al populat.tons? . | | o

NN
A a

"SPECIAL POPULATIONS" L -

L)

and other m:mor:.ty groups Wlthln these poptﬂ.at.mns there *are add:.t.xonal




, enf'lng :anreas:.ng out-mlgratlon. .
\l

Unsafe 'oa:_ unsan:.tary housx.ng, J.ack of 1ndoor plumb:.ng, overcrowded

. llv:Lng cond:.tﬁbns, poor health J.nadequate J.nocmes, and 1ack of transporta-

tJ.on facrllt:.es arefever‘yday facts of l:Lfe for the ma:;orrty of 1nd1v1duals
cetrprlsmg these spec1al populat.rcms The:.r means of l:.vel:.hood 1s |
generally, llmlted to nu.grant or seasonal fam work unsk_llled fann or".day
labor, sharecropplng, seasonalhlndustrlal work or low paylng labor 1n "."-"'."I“ s
- "lmnberlng or other Jndustrles SpElelC to glven geographlc locat.lons

The soc1al and econcmlc problems that Lplague these spec1al popula-

o & tJ.ons glve rlse to serlous J.mpedJ.ments to effect:we.,teach:ng and 'learm.ng

J.n and of themselves They are- further ccmpounded however, by problems of
E rﬁra]ness th.ch can also serve to detract frcm effectlve teachJ.ng and learn:.ng

'I“'xe quest.xon of del:LverJ.ng educat.ronal serv1ces ‘.,o these specral .

ERRE rural populat.rons must be addressed in- the oontext of the rural sett:.ng

w:.th the Lmderlymg prenu.se that basrc human and cultural 1dent.1t.1es must

":be reoognJ.zed by pollcy makers and educators*al:.ke 1f thelr educat.ronal

i ..:needs are to be effect:.vely n‘et. 'I'here is an obv10us need for educators

o/

\.

to recognlze and dev15e more effectlve teach:.ng and J,,arn:l.ng strategles

Wh.'l.ch takefn.nto acoount ~the canb:.ned effects, both posrt.we and negat:.ve

\ .‘_';‘. of these three factor Set ruralness, human 1dent1.ty, and culture. e




! ~l

S fmd othervuse' trylng to c.ttract the tea 's attentlon :Ln a pos:.tlve g

o fashlon. However, the ent:.re rrom:.ng passed wJ.thout the teacher takn.ng

o note of th or, rrore unportantly, hlS .new shoes. At the mld-morn.mg ‘)

s
rm e

1t began to shower, and the stx:den%s were J_nstructed to~return to thez_r

S seats Frustrated by th.'LS act of fate¢ the 1ad turned snx'iderﬂ.y, and wn.thout

//.

provocatlon, 1et looseo on the kid - behJ.nd h:m, bust.mg th 1.n the rrouth. v

\\\

When the horr:.fie.l and mfurlated teacher remforc:.ng the behav:.or she g

Ry L

expectedofth::.ssudent, shovedh:maga:.nstthewallanddenandedan

explanatlon, he replled belllgerently "'He stepped on my new shoes"' ) '
| ThlS story 1llustrates the J.mportance of recogn:.z:.ng the human and :
cultural 1dent1ty of students. chJ.ldren who are members of spec:.al popula— :

tlons often have an even greater need for recognltlon, acceptance,. and |

development of self—estean Th.mgs often taken for granted by the majorlty

of rac:.al and ethnlc culture. Too often teébhe.rs, curr:.culmn planners .and




'oopmg ab:.?ues to part101pate :Ln soc:.ety at large. |

‘\.x

.

urban majorlty ‘or mmorlty.‘ On the whole, they mlght be classxfled as _

V Te
fall.mg mto one of four major ca‘f:egorles-' lack of .oonsensus among educabors

regardlng basxc questlons of educatlonal theory pertamlng to‘/curng:ulmn'_

. \‘ .- : : iy
lssues as decentral:.zatxon vs. consolldau.on, flnancxa.l oonstralnts as

1 1_;.

. .:*_, v .
and other human rlghts.,lssues._ It is, beYond the soope of thJ.s paper

ERICHE
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of: delivering educatlonalfserv:.ces to spec:.al rural populat.lons.f Rather 1t '__[

_ ‘ment.lon soc:.ety as a whol& ’I‘here 1s much ev:.dence to suppor‘- the gromng

content.loh that the present educat.lonal system has falled these populat.xons.,

ThlS ev1dence~ 1s reflected, among other thJ.ngs, m hlgher school dropout

.’«.

' ‘ rates, and lower test scores th.ch purport to measure ccmpetency in the

: bas:.c skllls of readmg, er.tJ.ng and ar:.thmet.lc.._ A general dlssatlsfactlon .

K

‘Speclal_popuJat.lons—resn.dlmg”m rural areas are under "double

Jeopardy" lﬂ vnrt:ue of the:.r ruralness and race.‘ Rural school systems

—— .--, 0

: teachers, and l:um.ted adequate physlca.‘t fac:.l:.t.xes.
( (\

B educators, ad!m.nlstrators and students thsnselves often have negat.we

e

Wn.thJ.n the system,

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:




v.Barbara Iove, J.n her art:.cle, “Desegregat.xon J.n Scl'aool- Behavn.or

Patterns That Get in the Way,“ has’” 1c1ent1;.:.w a nu'rber of ..,.havlor nattems_f_

N'o

f . of educators th.ch det.ract frcm effectlve teachJ.ng and learm.ng of mmor:.ty
populat.xons and th.ch are, J.n my opmlon, pav'tlcularly appl:.dable to sgec:.al
. rural populatlons. 'I'hese J.nclude holdmg low expectat.xons for the académ:.c

X7 ) - o

performance of lrunorJ.ty ch:le.ren, us:.ng :Lnapproprn.ate J.nstructlonal mate.r:.als,

: poor :Lnterpersonal relat.xonshlps between teacher and students, faJ.lJ.ng to

y value the oom-.rlbutlons of mmor:.ty ch:leren ‘grouplng ch:leren w1thJ.n the

‘ classrocm on the bas:.s of factors unrelated to thelr ab:.lJ.tJ.es, blased e

counsel:.ng practlces, b:.ased J.nstructlonal practlces, faJ.lure qto relate to

o students as. md:.v:.duals, blas in adm:lnlstrat.xon of dJ.scz.plme, and lack of
honest J.nteractlon w:.th st11dents.6_. IR | .__-'Y .

E Kenneth Clark ;Ln speak.mg U’f(,dlsadvantaged urban students, also
' supports the mlportance of holdlng hJ.gh expectat.xons for mmor:.ty students

- e a e s an

R and treat:.ng them accordlngly when he states, "the ev1dence so far strongly

£ x_;;




||7

’(m»-w“"'

‘it learn if they 'are approached as 1f they cannot learn

"_-:idellvery of educatlonal serv:.ces. It represents a. natural learrung

1"-‘;;-.'env1rorm\ent r:.ch J.n teachmg resources but often overlooked Unfort:unately,

by the urban J.nfluence and not: only faJ.l to bu.l.ld upcn thls learnJ.ng

B env:.ronment, but subrtly underm:.ne 1ts worth J.n the eyes of rural educators ,

d‘and students al:Lke. The relatJ.ve phy51cal 1solat.1.cn and Jmpoverlshed

szcultural, recreata.ona.l and soc:.al resources of rural areas are “def1c1ts“ B

a 13

that have their pos:.tlve aspects What seems. crltlcal here 1s to "accentuate

the pos:.twe,“ in the words of an old song, and the s:.gnﬁ:.cance of the R

) ¢ . X A

o negatlve can e mltlgated . R S '»:_ N ,','5.f:3.;:;. e

- In analyz:.ng the rural sett.mg, we f:.nd much that would enhance the '

| ’educatlonal developnent of rural spec:Lal populatlons Over the past flfteen -
d 'years rural c‘dumm:.tles have experlenced a per:.od of accelerated growth as '

; .J..t relates to technology that could be utJ.lJ.zed as teach.mg and learm.ng
TR resources. For example, equlgnent dealers could be utJ.lJ.zed as teachmg
: ;j-."'-:-i”_f and learm.ng resources “tc ass:.st teachers ~J.n J.mpartn.ng ba510 PrmCl' ':.
,, ples of mechanlcs, hys:.cs, etc. v by expla:mng hOW fann eqtuprrent
T ;‘:,;:mrks, why de51gn changes are made, and what problems remain, to be ‘ e

‘9

e ‘solved ’ - L @ R ~ Lo e

s Isolatlon by dlstance frcm museums, sophlst.lcated l:.br»arles and :%,: -

S ST, ‘;__-_.r..,,_-_o_ . ...r._..__.r,..m\-..t,_
other cultural resources 1s often percelved as a dx:sadvantage in rural

“
- -
~
. -
. e -
S
. R




~j Emphas:.s seeus to be lélaoed ozn J.nstructlng;;:s-.-'

S !

I observed J.n persuadmg the teachers that the play env:.ronment they had
created for the students, whlle "cute," was not only unrelated to the real_

,, llfe expe.r:.ences of thelr students, but that lt was actually damaglng (to
ﬂ -(.’J . W

;’;,!,. the1r self-ooncept and serise of self-estean Spec:.flcally, thls school

. was located in’ a lumbermg and agrlcultural camnmlty where most of the

1* - / students came frcm low J.noane families and llved 1n hanes that lacked
‘: | ,/. mdern fac111t1e\s.' Yet the play area was equlpped w1tlrtoy stoves, smks,
B [/ . ’ and dlshwashers, the. "dress-up box" wss fllled w1th evem;ng gowns, top :
hats and ta:Lls, and brlefcases- and the toy shelf was. fllled w:Lth fancy

buses and aJ.rplanes. There was a‘ consp:.cuous absence of trucks, A
1 -;‘j::vtractors, coveralls, hard hats, work shoes, dlshpans washtubs and other
{paraphernalla that: would make the* J‘L‘le feel that. his iy of l:Lfe was in’

| \\ L ‘ rany way "normal" or aCCeptable. - R " |




the dJ.rect personal problens and. e;;perlences >

“. *'fini“" :

s
for Chr:.stmas J.n the classrocm No more show and tell about the Easter

Instead teachers were instructed to allow ch:.ldren to make any

ERI!
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Althcugh mnocently J.nstltuted J.n

""«'i

;sec01',1d yearv‘ of the new hol:.day pollcy.

: 3- for blacks or other rac:.al etth.c or soc:.o-eooncmlc class mmorl\m

such "Sﬁc:-al populatlons," ranglng fran | tea g to tr g’

"Headstart" to "Upward Bo~ nd. " Yet we hear repeatedlY ‘that these Pr°" :

;;grams' do not work effectlvely.‘ Why riot. gt BT

R

as det.,nnmed bY the Student's personal e.xperlences. | Youngsters, J.n my

K 2
I o



“teacher;;s deli’ght. , NSOPs are rewa.rded J:n the1r hcmes for respons:l'le

R ~,,behav10r ‘that contr:.butes to the J.am...ly welfaxe but they are not\as

envlromnent They accept authorlty and generally follw"the :Lnstructlons

forelgn crn_erla. " ASOPs are generally ffrcm famJ.l:Les where parents themselves
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ces d:.rected aga:.nst ar student' outwe:.gh pog'i!tlve learning
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7 7 Util:,ze the rural exwimmmt as é': "uvin; laboratory“- and

Q
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pollcy-makmglevel Thus, 1t 1s incumbent upon us to sed:
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